Saskatchewan Tenpin Report

Dwight Safroniuk is first male winner of Hazel McLeary Leadership Award

Dwight Safroniuk, Saskatoon, SK< is the first male winner of the new CTF Hazel McLeary Leadership
Award.

Dwight, who was born without hearing, joined the Special Olympic in 1999 and participated in various
bowling tournaments throughout his teens and early 20’s. To quote Dwight: “When | joined Special
Olympics, | was happy because the coaches and other athletes there were very loving people that didn’t
really care what kind of disability | had. They were friendly and encouraging and very understanding,
supportive and they became my family.”

To quote CTF’s Tyrel Rose: “You could say that leaders are born and not made, but Dwight’s path to
becoming truly inspiring, really took shape in 2009.” He qualified provincially to go to the National
Special Olympics and earned the silver handicap medal which qualified him to be part of the bowling
team representing Canada at the Special Olympics World Summer Games in 2011, held in Athens,
Greece.

In the training program, he joined regular bowling leagues and bowled against some of the best bowlers
in Saskatchewan. Dwight bowled in the 2010 Dick Wolfe tournament against several Team Canada
members and finished eighth. He also bowled in the Edmonton Open and finished 3" in the B division.
Dwight bowled a perfect 300 game in league play. He was made captain of the Special Olympic team
based on his performance. Also just to mention Dwight finished first in our first CTF CNC (Canadian
National Championship) Provincial qualifier averaging over 200. He declined to attend the Nationals
because of his commitment to the National Deaf Games in Edmonton, AB.

At the 2011 Special Olympics World Summer Games, on the first day, Dwight was one of only two
bowlers to bowl over 600 in the qualifying for divisions. In the doubles competition, he paired with
Quebec’s Vitateur Beaudry and they won the gold medal against tough competition from the USA and
Finland.

Dwight won a Olympic Gold medal in the singles competition and it was presented to him by Timothy
Shriver, son of Special Olympics International founder, Eunice Kennedy Shriver.

He will to continue to enjoy his regular and Special Olympic leagues and will compete in the National
Deaf Games in Edmonton in May.

Instead of bemoaning his disability, Dwight says “God had been good to me and now learning that |
have been selected to receive an award just made me even more grateful. | would like to represent the
special needs people, as also part of society and that we can overcome our fears and confidence issues
and our efforts and hard work are not unseen but celebrated.

Dwight Safroniuk is the perfect choice as the first Male selected for CT F’s new Hazel McLeary
Leadership Award. The award was created to honour “Joe Bowler” who will probably never be
nominated to the CTF Hall of Fame or achieve Bowler of the Year status, but makes bowling a better
sport by their dedication and commitment. Dwight is a great representative of Canadian bowling and
Canada in general.



